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SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2007 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Madam Speaker, I 
rise in support of H. Res. 149, which recog-
nizes and honors the purpose of International 
Women’s Day. 

Recognizing the contributions American 
women have made to our Nation’s progress 
over the course of history is so very important 
because their contributions have too frequently 
taken place out of the limelight. 

It is truly remarkable when one takes note 
of the expansive list of contributions women 
have made to our country throughout its his-
tory. 

From my own State of Iowa, Lilia Abron be-
came the first African-American woman in the 
Nation to obtain a doctoral degree in chemical 
engineering at the University of Iowa. 

Phyllis Propp Fowle, a native of Iowa, be-
came the first female Judge Advocate General 
Officer in the U.S. Army. 

Arabella Mansfield became the first female 
lawyer in the United States after being admit-
ted to practice law in Iowa. 

And I constantly remind myself I would not 
be here today had it not been for my own 
mother. She went back to school to obtain her 
four year teaching degree so she could help 
my family make ends meet after my father 
was injured in a grain elevator accident. 

Using a single calendar day of the year to 
honor the barriers these women and countless 
others broke and the sacrifices they made is 
the least we can do to thank them for their 
contributions to our society. 

I only hope that their stories inspire other 
women—and men—to work hard to achieve 
the promise this Nation was founded on: a 
place where all people are created equal. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE CHILD TAX 
RELIEF ACT 

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, as I 
traveled around the 8th Congressional District 
during this last recess, I heard from many 
Hoosiers concerned about their tax burdens. 
These burdens are especially prevalent for 
new parents starting a family. 

Parents across Indiana are struggling to bal-
ance work and family; to meet the costs of 
raising a family while spending quality time 
with their children. It ought to be easier. 

What I heard from my constituents con-
vinced me to introduce the Child Tax Relief 
Act. The bill will double the child tax credit to 
$2,000 in the first year of a child’s life, or in 
the first year after a child is adopted, to help 
parents defray the costs of a new child at 
home. 

Middle class families spend an average of 
$20,000 on a child before he or she turns two 
years old. New parents have enough to worry 
about already; they shouldn’t have to lose 

sleep over their finances too. The bill gives 
new parents a much-deserved break when 
they need it most. 

I encourage my colleagues to co-sponsor 
this legislation and join me in bringing some 
needed relief to American families. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE BAY AREA AL-
LIANCE FOR YOUTH & FAMILIES 

HON. NICK LAMPSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, today I 
would like to recognize the outstanding efforts 
of a drug prevention coalition in the 22nd Con-
gressional District of Texas. The Bay Area Alli-
ance for Youth & Families was formed in 2003 
with the mission of uniting the community’s re-
sources in order to empower youth and their 
families in the fight against drugs and under-
age drinking. The coalition is committed to 
helping youth reach their fullest potential and 
equipping them with the skill and knowledge to 
become competent and caring citizens. The 
Alliance focuses its efforts on organizing the 
local community to address underage drinking 
and drug use by increasing awareness of sub-
stance abuse and the resources that are avail-
able to address it, decreasing access to alco-
hol in the home, school, and community envi-
ronments, and changing community norms by 
encouraging and supporting youth who have 
made an active commitment to be drug-free. 

The Bay Area Alliance for Youth & Families 
currently has 130 adult members from across 
the community including law enforcement offi-
cials, healthcare professionals, substance 
abuse counselors, teachers, and parents, as 
well as members who work for community 
service agencies, faith-based agencies, gov-
ernment and local businesses. There are over 
1,000 youth who are part of the Alliance by 
being CLEAR, Clean Living Encouragement 
and Responsibility, members. CLEAR mem-
bers have made a commitment to be drug-free 
and alcohol-free, and participate in voluntary 
drug-testing to demonstrate their commitment 
to be the program. They help raise awareness 
in their community and act as role models for 
other youth by living a drug and alcohol-free 
lifestyle. 

The Bay Area Alliance for Youth & Families 
has partnered with many esteemed organiza-
tions. In 2006, it partnered with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration to create a very 
successful regional seminar on Methamphet-
amine abuse. Additionally, the Alliance has 
developed relationships with local colleges 
and universities to assess the drug and alco-
hol issues on their campuses and has as-
sisted in forming a team to begin to address 
their issues through environmental strategies. 
Unfortunately Harris County, where the Alli-
ance is based, leads the Nation in the greatest 
number and percentage of alcohol-related traf-
fic fatalities. The coalition has taken steps to 
begin to reduce alcohol-related traffic fatalities 
by assuming an active role in creating the 
Harris County High Risk Drinking Epidemi-
ology Work Group. The coalition also regularly 
holds town hall meetings where topics such as 
underage drinking, drug testing in schools, 
and internet safety are addressed. 

These are just a few of the ways the Bay 
Area Alliance for Youth & Families is helping 

to combat drug and alcohol issues in their 
community. I respectfully request that the U.S. 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating the Bay Area Alliance for Youth & Fami-
lies for its hard work and dedication to keeping 
our children drug and alcohol free. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHAPLAIN MARTIN 
WILSON 

HON. SILVESTRE REYES 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. REYES. Madam Speaker, it is a special 
privilege for me to recognize Chaplain Martin 
Wilson. Chaplain Wilson is a 21-year veteran 
of the United States Border Patrol currently 
assigned to the Family Support Unit in El 
Paso, Texas. The Family Support Unit is a 
one year pilot program intended to provide 
Border Patrol Agents, staff and their families 
with a support network to help manage times 
of crisis. During his early years in the Border 
Patrol, Chaplain Wilson served as a program 
manager under my command as Sector Chief. 

Chaplain Wilson is married to San Juanita 
Wilson who today are celebrating their 27th 
wedding anniversary. Together they have 4 
children, Alicia, Marty Jr., Stephanie and 
Daisy. Marty Jr. recently followed in his fa-
ther’s footsteps, becoming the second in his 
family to join the United States Border Patrol. 

In addition to his duties as Sector Chaplain, 
Chaplain Wilson serves as the Associate Pas-
tor at La Verdad Community Baptist Church 
and is an advocate for people with physical 
and developmental disabilities. 

Thank you Chaplain Wilson for joining us 
this morning and for serving our Nation as a 
Border Patrol agent. 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FLOODING OF CELILO FALLS 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2007 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, for 
thousands of years, Celilo Falls was the most 
important native fishery and the center of a 
vast trade network linking the coastal and pla-
teau peoples of the Northwest to the buffalo 
hunters of the Great Plains and the foragers of 
California. Thousands of Native people gath-
ered at this meeting place every year during 
the spring and summer fish runs to harvest 
salmon and trade, socialize, exchange arts 
and ideas, and participate in ceremonial rites. 

Celilo Falls was known to Native Americans 
as WyAm, a word which some say means 
‘‘echo of falling water.’’ Archaeological digs 
prior to the completion of The Dalles Dam 
confirmed that Indian people had continuously 
occupied the Celilo village site for at least 
11,000 years, making it the oldest continu-
ously occupied site in Oregon. 

By the 20th century, Celilo Falls was a tour-
ist spot famous for the sight of Indian salmon 
fishers dip-netting from wooden scaffolds 
above the rapids. But on March 10, 1957, the 
rising waters of The Dalles Dam inundated 
Celilo Falls. Celilo Village was relocated and 
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